
Miscellany
Effective Industrial Hygiene

An important result of the present "safety first" campaign
is the opening of our eyes to a realization of the fact that it
is not sufficient to make industries "safe" merely from an
accident standpoint : they shall be "safe" also from a "health
standpoint. This principle is the keynote of an article by J.
W. Schereschewsky of the Public Health Service in Public
Health Reports on a plan for education in the avoidance of
occupational diseases and injuries, in which he gives a tenta¬
tive scheme for accomplishing this object. He says that the
approximate average yearly loss through sickness of work¬
ers in this country would probably be about the same as it is
in Europe—not far from eight to nine days for each of the
25,000,000 to 30,000,000 industrial workers, or an economic
loss of $360.000.000 if the average annual earnings are $600.
This would not take into consideration the loss due to pre¬
mature physical decline or reduction in earning capacity,
which at present cannot be estimated.
Any plan for improvement in this respect involves the

education of every one concerned, which, Schereschewsky
says, must be general in nature because of the close inter¬
dependence of all the units of society. Improvement in this
respect first requires the education of the medical profession
and the stimulation of interest in the study of diseases of
occupation, the collection of clinical data bearing on

occupational diseases, and the promotion of research along
these lines. Education of the public is important, because
an enlightened public opinion is necessary to the successful
carrying out of any measures which may be recommended
after careful study of the problems involved.

Schereschewsky says that although industrial workers con¬
stitute by far the largest class of medical patients, yet physi¬
cians in general regard the study of the relation of disease
to occupation as a specialty with which the general prac¬
titioner and the specialist in other fields are not closely
concerned.
The influence of the industries on health is a subject which

has been given little attention in the courses of instruction
in medical schools. Hospitals are the chief sources of clinical
material and are the natural locations where intensive studies
of diseases may be made. In order to utilize this source of
information in regard to occupational diseases, the adoption
of systematic methods and terms for recording occupations
and diseases is necessary. Standard methods of history
taking must also be employed. Death certificates should
correctly and exactly indicate occupation and use the inter¬
national system of recording deaths. Accurate information
of this kind would be invaluable in the study of the mortality
of occupations. Even if this were carried out in a relatively
small number of hospitals, it would soon produce an accu¬
mulation of valuable information.
The instruction of the public to cooperate in procuring

safety in the industries and the securing of personal and
collective hygiene and sanitation, Schereschewsky says, must
be the result of governmental action, federal, state and muni¬
cipal, allied with other civic agencies. Minimum standards
of industrial sanitation and legislation must be established,
and this must be the work of the federal government. The
adoption of such standards is the work of the legislatures
of the states, but this need not preclude the adoption of
additional measures by municipalities or by the employers of
labor, labor organizations, etc.
As features of a public educational campaign in the pre¬

vention of occupational diseases and injuries, Schereschewsky
gives the following outline: permanent exhibits; traveling
exhibits including moving pictures; public lectures; bulletins
issued for popular distribution by federal, state and local
health authorities and by private associations; popular
articles in the public press, and instruction in the public
schools. All of these measures have been adopted and carried
out to a certain extent in a few communities ; some have been
more generally employed.

Extensive results from any plan of education can be
expected only after years of work similar to that outlined
above. The employers of labor of course constitute an impor¬
tant factor in the improvement in respect to the prevention
of occupational diseases. They too need to be educated, but
now the idea is fast gaining ground among them that it is
poor social and business economy to subject workers to
avoidable industrial hazards. As a consequence, many
employers are voluntarily improving working conditions in
their plants, supervising the health of their employees and
attempting educational measures among them. These mea¬
sures have been found to yield increased efficiency and
economy in production and have fostered the spirit of
cooperation.

Liability for Pure Water
In an important decision by the supreme court of New

Jersey in the case of Jones v. Mount Holly Water Company,
the verdict obtained by the plaintiff for $750 damages on
account of the illness of his children has been affirmed. It
was shown to the satisfaction of the jury and the supreme
court that contamination of the water supply by fecal mat¬
ter, which was declared to be the cause of the illness of
the children, was the result of negligence on the part of
the water company. The responsibility and duty of a water
company to furnish pure water is thus stated by Judge
Kalisch :

"It must be borne in mind that the defendant company was
in the water-supply business for profit. The plaintiff had
paid for the supply which he was to receive, in advance.
Hence it became the duty of the defendant company to give
to the plaintiff water fit for domestic purposes, including
fitness for drinking. Water is a necessity of life, and one
who undertakes to trade in it and supply customers stands
in no different position to those with whom he deals than
does a dealer in foodstuffs. He is bound to use reasonable
care that whatever is supplied for food or drink shall be
ordinarily and reasonably pure and wholesome. . . .

Actual notice or knowledge of the unwholesomeness of the
water was not an essential element to be proven in order
to establish the defendant's liability. It was sufficient if
there was testimony tending to show that the defendant, in
the exercise of reasonable care, might have discovered the
unwholesomeness and dangerous condition of the water."

Health Test for Garment Workers
The United States Public Health Service has announced

the results of an investigation of the garment workers of
New York City. About 3,000 garment workers volunteered
for physical examination, 1,000 of whom were women. Of
this number only about 2 per cent, were free from physical
defect or disease. None was found to be suffering from voca¬
tional disease but the sedentary industry was found to exer¬
cise a deleterious effect on health and efficiency in those hav¬
ing certain defects and diseases. There were recorded in
all 13,367 defects of all kinds of which 3,916 were in females,
or an average of four defects and diseases in each indi¬
vidual examined. Among the male workers the incidence
of tuberculosis was found to be about ten times that in the
United States Army and three times the army rate among
women. It was of interest to note that the previous military
training to which the foreign workers had been subjected
before coming to this country had a marked effect in pre¬
venting the development of faulty posture habits.

The Antivivisectionists
Mr. Stephen Coleridge is a director and the mouthpiece

of the English National Anti-Vivisection Society. Concern¬
ing complaint of its attitude toward him and the Society the
Medical Press and Circular has, among other things, the fol¬
lowing to say : "We regard the National Anti-Vivisection
Society with the same benevolent amazement with which we
regard anything else which is at once picturesque, emotional,
and futile—the Society for the Restoration of the Stuarts to
the Throne of Great Britain, for example. And, as to Mr.
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Coleridge himself, we esteem him to be a great asset to the
world of science. He relieves the monotony of accuracy
which too frequently besets it. His excursions into it, like
the Iron Duke's excursions into the French language, are

courageous; they cause distraction and increase the gaiety
of nations. A lawyer steeped in sentiment is sufficiently
rare to be really remarkable, but when he insists upon
floundering about the quagmires of scientific investigation
with no better guide than a tremulous tenderness for the
nerves of the nether animals, he becomes a priceless pub¬
lic possession. When the Hon. Stephen Coleridge takes the
floor to suffer for a rose in aromatic pain, or to writhe
vicariously for a narcotized newt, the chorus of sterile spin¬
sters weeps in wistful sympathy, the eunuchs applaud, and
the world wonders. For ourselves we emphatically disclaim
any semblance of spleen, Cut we confess to a share in the
wonder."

Medicolegal
Another Fraudulent and Unlawful Use of the Mails

(Moses vs. United States (U. S.), 221 Fed. R. 863)
The United States Circuit Court of Appeals, Second Cir¬

cuit, affirms a judgment against the defendant Moses, who
was the general manager of a company that made
"oxypathors," and who was convicted of having made unlaw¬
ful use of the mails. The court says that the indictment
charged that the defendant had devised a scheme to defraud ;
that the scheme was to sell the device called an oxypathor
on positive representations that it, among other things,
"begets in reality a supplementary breathing through the
skin and membranes of the human body" ; that its application
"increases the amount of oxygen consumed by the body" ;
that it "has the direct effect of increasing vital combustion
and the circulation"; that it "causes the body to attract
oxygen from the air"; that "by the proper use of the
oxypathor the owner is absolute master of disease in all
acute affections and in far advanced stages of the most
formidable chronic diseases," etc. ; that the scheme was to
sell the oxypathor by means of said representations for $35,
and to effect the sales by means of letters and advertise¬
ments sent through the mail ; that the defendant knew these
representations to be false; that the oxypathor was in
truth and in fact wholly inert, powerless, lifeless, and dead,
and utterly worthless and incapable of producing any of the
results aforesaid, and was entirely useless for any purpose,
except to sell to people who did not know the falsity of said
representations; that as one of the instruments of said
scheme to defraud, and "in and as a part of the executing of
said scheme to defraud, and in attempting so to do, defen¬
dant did feloniously, unlawfully, and knowingly cause to be
delivered by mail a certain letter," which was set forth. It
gave instructions to an agent as to methods of effecting sales,
and, as the indictment charged, was delivered through the
mail to the addressees. It was contended that the indictment
did not charge a crime within any statute of the United
States ; but the court deems it too plain for argument that
the indictment charged an offense under Section 215 of the
criminal code. Again, counsel for the defendant treated the
cause as if the only alleged false representation was that
the oxypathor "would cure all diseases," and that unless the
government showed that it was absolutely worthless as a
cure for disease the charge in the indictment was not proved.
He ignored entirely the other representations. But whether
the defendant would have made as large sales if he had
merely represented the oxypathor as a cure-all was not
important. He went further—quite shrewdly as the court
thinks—and sought by his suggestions as to its oxygen-
increasing effects to induce its purchase by people who had
heard of oxygen and the absolute necessity of its introduction
into the system by breathing pure air. If the evidence justi¬
fied the jury in finding that these assertions were false, and
that he believed them to be false, they might find a verdict

against him. The physicians called for the government did
not undertake merely to express some general condemnation.
The witnesses testified that to an experienced physician
nothing was indicated by the circumstance that a man felt
better after he had lain recumbent for a time with the
oxypathor applied to him when the only ailment he testified
to was a "lame back" or "nausea." They testified to the
value of rest, compresses, hot and cold, of diet, of bathing, of
exercise, of sleep, of fresh air, of regularity in the functions
of the bowels, of hygiene and sanitation generally. The
defendant's literature impressed on all users of the oxypathor
the importance of paying great attention to these things, and
the government's witnesses testified that the mere circum¬
stance that some one had used an oxypathor at the same time
that the treatment was going on was no indication that it
contributed anything to the result.

When Damages Allowed for Mental Suffering and
Without Evidence Thereof

(Muskogee Electric Traction Co. vs. Rye (Okla.), 148 Pac. R. 100)
The Supreme Court of Oklahoma, in affirming a judgment

in favor of plaintiff Rye for damages for personal injuries
sustained while he was alighting from one of the defendant
company's street cars, says that the rule is well settled that
mental pain and suffering, accompanying personal injury or
physical pain, is always the subject of compensation. The
mental anguish, however, should be connected with the
bodily injury, and be fairly and reasonably the natural con¬
sequence that flows from it. In this case the evidence tended
to show that the plaintiff had suffered a severe injury to his
hip and shoulder; that the injury to his shoulder was not only
permanent but it was also progressive, that is, it would con¬
tinue to grow worse as long as the plaintiff lived; that he
suffered and was still suffering great physical pain. In such
circumstances, direct testimony of mental anguish and suffer¬
ing, while proper, is not indispensable to a recovery therefor.
Damages of this nature are ordinarily determined by the
circumstances of the case, as disclosed by the evidence, the
amount thereof depending on the seriousness of the injury.

Charges for Medical Attention as Advances to Tenant
(Ligon vs. Roberts (Ala.), 68 So. R. 319)

The Supreme Court of Alabama affirms a judgment, dis¬
allowing a charge of $7.50 by the plaintiff for three visits
as a physician, in this action to enforce a claimed landlord's
lien for advances alleged to have been made to the defendant
as the plaintiff's tenant. The court does not say clearly that
the plaintiff would under any circumstances have been entitled
to such a lien for such services. It says that he testified :
"The professional visits that I made to Mr. Roberts' were
June 16, 17 and 18. I charged $2.50 for each visit." To
whom these visits were made was not shown by the plaintiff.
If it be assumed that medical attention to the tenant or his
family, or to his laborers, is advances under the statutes, the
evidence for the plaintiff did not show that such services
were rendered the tenant, the tenant's family, or the tenant's
laborers ; if rendered pending the tenancy, they might have
been performed for some one else at the defendant's residence
located on other lands than those rented from the plaintiff.
Use of One Roentgenogram to Illustrate Criticism of Another

(Boddington vs. Kansas City (Kan.), 148 Pac, R. 252)
The Supreme Court of Kansas says that in order to show

the nature of the plaintiff's injury, alleged to have been sus¬
tained by reason of a defect in one of the defendant's streets,
a roentgenogram was used, purporting to show a fractured
rib and an inj'ury to the shoulder. In order to elucidate the
criticism of this roentgenogram another witness offered a
roentgenogram of the breast of a child 5 years old to show
the location of the ribs. It was urged that this was incompe¬
tent and prejudicial. But its significance was for the jury,who were told it was the picture of a child, and not of a man
of the plaintiff's age, and, like an ordinary map, diagram, ormodel, it might be properly used by way of illustration.
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